


August 12, 2021 
Liquor Commission Hearing 

 
Agenda Item: Consideration - An Ordinance for the Approval and Issuance of a Class “E” 

Liquor License and Waiver of Fee; St. Mary Catholic Church, 10307 Dundee 
Road - 2021 Parish Fall Fest  

 
Petitioner:    St. Mary Church 
 
Department:  Village Manager’s Office 

 
 
Introduction 
The Village of Huntley regulates the sale of alcoholic beverages in the Village through its Liquor Control 
Ordinance, which provides for the issuance of certain classes of liquor licenses and establishes the 
number of licenses available in each class. 
 
A Class “E” Liquor License is being requested at this time.  Pursuant to the Village of Huntley Liquor 
Control Ordinance, a Class “E” Liquor License is a temporary license, not to exceed three days, issued 
to not-for-profit organizations with a license fee of $75.00. The Class “E” license authorizes the retail 
sale of beer and wine or other alcoholic liquor specifically approved at the time of license application 
for consumption upon the premises where sold or offered as specified in the license.  No Class “E” 
license shall be issued until the Liquor Commission has: 
 

1. Established the location upon the premises where beer and wine, or other approved alcoholic 
liquor is to be sold; 

2. The hours of operation, which shall not be extended beyond those provided in §110.09; 
3. The manner in which the licensee will manage crowd control and refuse pickup; 
4. Proof of insurance as required by this chapter or state laws; 
5. A list of members of the corporation who will be selling beer and wine or other approved 

alcoholic liquor,  at the location pursuant to the license; and 
6. Proof of permission from the owner of the premises authorizing the sale of beer and wine or other 

approved alcoholic liquor, during the time requested in the permit and such other requirements 
as the President and Village Board or Liquor Control Commission deem appropriate in the case 
of each particular permit. 

 
Staff Analysis 
The Liquor Commission is being presented with the request from St. Mary Catholic Church  (Church) 
for the issuance of a Class “E” Liquor License.  The request to sell beer and wine only is for the Parish 
Fall Fest taking place on church property, 10307 Dundee Road on October 2, 2021.  The Church is 
requesting the license to operate a beer garden for one day only during the hours of 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
with serving ending at 8:30 pm. 
 
The beer garden area will be fenced off and no alcohol will be removed from this area.  The tent being 
used for the beer garden is 40’ x 80’.  Servers will be all members of the Knights of Columbus, have 
been Basset trained and will be the only members to perform the ID check to provide a wrist band and 
serve the alcohol.   
 
An application has been placed on file and reviewed by the Village Clerk’s Office.  The application is 
being presented with the provision of the State license being provided.  All other required documentation 
have been submitted and meets code requirements. 
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Financial Impact 
St. Mary Church is requesting waiver of the payment of the $75.00 fee.  The Commission has waived 
the fee in the past. 
 
Legal Analysis 
Section 110 of the Village Code of Ordinances regulates liquor sale in the Village.  The application has 
been reviewed and is in compliance with Section 110:  Alcoholic Beverages requirements. 
 
Action Requested 
A motion of the Liquor Commission for an Ordinance approving the issuance of a Class “E” Liquor 
License to St. Mary Catholic Church for the 2021 St. Mary Parish Fall Fest and Waiver of Fees subject 
to the following conditions of approval: 
 

1. A Temporary Use Permit must be applied for and obtained from the Development Services 
Department. 

2. A Temporary Sign Permit must be applied for an obtained from the Development Services 
Department. 

3. The approved alcohol can only be sold and consumed in the designated beer garden area. 
4. Anyone serving or selling alcohol must be BASSET trained. 

No less than one (1) week prior to the event: 
5. Petitioner must show proof of the State of Illinois Liquor License before the Village of Huntley 

Class “E” Liquor License becomes effective. 
 
Exhibits: 
1. Event Layout  
2. Draft Ordinance 



St. Mary Fall Fest Exhibit
October 2, 2021



 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
A CLASS “E” LIQUOR LICENSE AND WAIVER OF FEES 

ST MARY CHURCH; 10307 DUNDEE ROAD 
 

Ordinance (O)2021-08.*** 
 

WHEREAS, the Liquor Commission is being presented with a request from St. Mary Church, 
10307 Dundee Road for the issuance of a Class “E” liquor license for a Parish Fall Fest; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Church is requesting the license to sell beer and wine only during the hours of 

3:00 pm to 9:00 pm on October 2, 2021 with serving ending at 8:30 pm and a waiver of fees; and 
 
WHEREAS, the beer garden area will be fenced off and there will be no removal of alcohol from 

this area; and 
 
WHEREAS, members of the Knights will serve the alcohol, have been Basset trained and will be 

the only members to perform the ID check to provide a wrist band and serve the alcohol; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Code of Ordinances of the Village of Huntley provides for the issuance of a Class 
“E” liquor license for temporary events provided that certain criteria set forth therein are met; and 

 
WHEREAS, all of the required documentation submitted by St. Mary Church meets the code 

requirements. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND THE LIQUOR 
COMMISSION of the Village of Huntley as follows: 

 
 SECTION I: A Class “E” liquor license is hereby issued to the St. Mary Church for the Parish 
Fall Fest taking place at 10307 Dundee Road on October 2, 2021 subject to the following conditions of 
approval: 
 

1. A Temporary Use Permit must be applied for and obtained from the Development Services 
Department. 

2. A Temporary Sign Permit must be applied for an obtained from the Development Services 
Department. 

3. The approved alcohol can only be sold and consumed in the designated beer garden area. 
4. Anyone serving or selling alcohol must be BASSET trained. 

No less than one (1) week prior to the event: 
5. Petitioner must show proof of the State of Illinois Liquor License before the Village of Huntley 

Class “E” Liquor License becomes effective. 
 
SECTION II: It is the consensus of the Liquor Commission to waive the fee. 
 
SECTION III:  All other provisions of the Liquor Control Ordinances of the Village of Huntley 

shall remain in full force and effect, including, but not limited to, the obligation of all individuals serving 
alcohol to be BASSET trained. 

 
 



 
 
 
SECTION IV:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from its date of passage. 

 
      Aye       Nay      Absent       Abstain 
Commissioner Goldman _____      _____     _____  _____  
Commissioner Holzkopf _____      _____     _____  _____ 
Commissioner Kanakaris _____      _____     _____  _____ 
Commissioner Kittel  _____       _____     _____       _____ 
Commissioner Leopold _____      _____     _____  _____ 
Commissioner Westberg _____      _____     _____  _____ 
 
 
PASSED and APPROVED this 12th day of August 2021. 
 

APPROVED: 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Village President 

ATTEST:  
 
 
____________________________ 
Village Clerk 
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Agenda Item: Notice of Violations and Hearing – Tipsy’s Bar & Pizza; 10753 Dundee Road  
 
Respondent:  Tipsy’s Bar and Pizza, LLC 
 
Department:  Village Manager’s Office – Village Attorney 

 
 
Introduction 
Tipsy’s Bar and Pizza, LLC (“Licensee”) currently holds a Class “A” Village liquor license for its 
business premises at 10753 Dundee Road. The Class “A” license was approved in 2020, and the 
Licensee first opened for business on February 1, 2021.  
 
On July 2, 2021, the Licensee was served with a Notice of Violations and Hearing regarding potential 
violations of the Huntley Village Code and Illinois Liquor Control Act relating to the operation of its 
business. As discussed further below, the alleged violations relate to a noise incident on June 26, 2021 
at 12:15 a.m. and failure to timely file B.A.S.S.E.T. training certificates for the license holder and 
employees. 
 
A hearing on this matter was initially convened before the Liquor Control Commission on July 8, 2021. 
The Liquor Control Commission continued the hearing at the request of the Licensee’s attorney.  
 
Staff Analysis 
Since the licensed business opened, the Police Department has been called to the premises numerous 
times. The primary complaint is from nearby residents (e.g. Wing Pointe) reporting loud music through 
the evening and late night.  
 
The Licensee previously appeared before the Liquor Control Commission in April 2021 regarding 
multiple alleged violations of the Village Code and Illinois Liquor Control Act that occurred between 
February 28, 2021 and April 25, 2021.1 Those violations were settled by the Licensee’s execution of an 
Admission of Violations and Waiver of Hearing (“Prior Admission”). Per the Prior Admission, the 
Licensee: 
 

• Admitted to violating one or more provisions of the Huntley Village Code and/or the Illinois 
Liquor Control Act relating to the retail sale of alcohol at their licensed business premises 
between February 28, 2021 and April 25, 2021; 

• Agreed to take certain steps to mitigate noise at the business, including limiting live music and 
DJ performances for a six-month period and installing soundproofing materials; 

• Agreed that the admission of violations and associated penalties would be stayed for a six-month 
probationary period;  

 

                                                 
1 The prior alleged violations included six noise-related incidents (Section 130.09 of the Village Code), one 

disorderly conduct incident relating to aggravated assault involving a firearm in the business parking lot (Section 110.52.B 
of the Village Code), one incident of sales to intoxicated persons regarding a bar patron who required medical assistance at 
the premises (Section 110.07 of the Village Code), and five alleged violations of State liquor control laws and regulations 
documented by an Illinois Liquor Control Commission field inspection report (Illinois Liquor Control Act). 
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• Stipulated that, if additional violations occurred during the six-month probation period, then the 
Licensee would, without further hearing or appeal regarding the prior violations: 

o Pay a $2,500 fine; and 
o Accept a 7-day liquor license suspension; 

• Acknowledged that multiple violations during the six-month probation period may result in 
additional fines and penalties. 

 
The six-month probation period agreed to under the Prior Admission is in effect from May 3, 2021 
through November 3, 2021. 
 
On June 26, 2021 at 12:51 a.m., during the probation period, the Police Department received a complaint 
regarding amplified music at the Licensee’s business. Upon responding, the police officer observed a 
violation of Village Code Section 130.09, “NOISE,” and issued a citation to the business owner. 
 
Additionally, during the probation period, the Licensee has failed to file B.A.S.S.E.T. training 
certifications for the license holder and its employees within 90 days of opening for business, as required 
by Section 110.32 of the Village Code. The Licensee has been in business since February 1, 2021 (192 
days as of the August 12, 2021 hearing date) and has filed no B.A.S.S.E.T. certifications for the license 
holder or any of its employees. 
 
On July 2, 2021, the Licensee was served with a Notice of Violations and Hearing regarding the alleged 
violation of Section 110.32 of the Village Code (“Noise”) on June 26, 2021 and failure to file 
B.A.S.S.E.T. certifications within the time required by Section 110.32 of the Village Code. 
 
On July 8, 2021, the Liquor Control Commission convened a hearing regarding these alleged violations, 
which was thereafter continued to August 12, 2021 at the Licensee’s request. 
 
On August 12, 2021, the Liquor Control Commission will be asked to conduct an evidentiary hearing 
and consider whether the Licensee committed the two alleged violations described above, as set forth 
in the July 2, 2021 Notice of Violations and Hearing.  
 
At this hearing, the Liquor Control Commission is not asked to consider evidence regarding the prior 
violations that occurred between February 28 and April 25, 2021. In executing the Prior Admission, the 
Licensee admitted prior violations and waived its right to further hearing on those matters. However, 
the Commission may consider whether the Licensee violated the terms of the six-month probationary 
period agreed to in the Prior Admission such that the stipulated penalties should be imposed. 
 
The following Village Code provisions are relevant to the August 12 hearing: 
 

Chapter 130: General Offenses; Section 130.09 NOISE (excerpts):    
 

I.   Sound Amplifying Devices 
 
*** 

B.  Noise Prohibited:  It shall be unlawful to use or operate a sound-amplifying 
device so that the device produces loud and raucous sounds at a distance greater than 
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50 feet from said device unless one has obtained a permit to do so from the Village 
Board. 

 
  II. Reasonable Person Standard 
  

*** 
 

F. Noise Prohibited: The following acts are declared to be per se violations of 
this article. This enumeration does not constitute an exclusive list: 

 
*** 
 

6. Loudspeakers, amplifiers, public address systems, and similar devices:  
 

(a) The unreasonably loud and raucous use or operation of a loudspeaker, 
amplifier, public address system, or other device for producing or reproducing 
sound between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays, and 11:00 
p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on weekends (Friday and Saturday nights) and holidays in 
the following areas:  

 
(1) Within or adjacent to residential or noise-sensitive areas;  

 
(2) Within public space if the sound is plainly audible across the 

real property line of the public space from which the sound emanates, and 
is unreasonably loud and raucous 

 
(b) This shall not apply to any public performance, gathering, or parade 

for which a permit has been obtained from the Village. 
 

*** 
 

13. Commercial establishments adjacent to residential property: Unreasonably 
loud and raucous noise from the premises of any commercial establishment, including 
any outdoor area which is part of or under the control of the establishment, between the 
hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. which is plainly audible at a distance of five feet from 
any residential property. 

 
Chapter 110: Alcoholic Beverages, Video Gaming, and Electronic Sweepstakes Machines;  
Section 110.32 (“ADDITIONAL LICENSING REQUIREMENT (B.A.S.S.E.T.)”): 

 
(A) No liquor license shall be issued to any establishment and no existing liquor license 

shall be renewed without the applicant or license holder providing certification that the 
applicant or license holder and all individuals employed by the applicant or license holder to 
sell, serve or otherwise dispense any alcoholic liquor have successfully completed the 
B.A.S.S.E.T. program or some other comparable program approved by the Liquor Commission 
of the Village. The failure of a license holder to certify all individuals employed by it to sell, 
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serve or dispense alcoholic liquor shall be considered a violation hereof and shall subject the 
license holder to any penalty set forth in Chapter 110 including, but not limited to, the 
suspension of said license.  
 

(B) All individuals required to complete the B.A.S.S.E.T. program shall have 90 days 
from the date of employment within which to complete the program and to provide the required 
certification of completion. 

 
The Illinois Liquor Control Act authorizes the Village’s Liquor Control Commission to revoke or 
suspend a retail liquor license or impose fines upon the licensee for, among other things, violating any 
provision of the Illinois Liquor Control Act, any Village ordinance or resolution, or any applicable rule 
or regulation established by the State or local liquor control commissions. 235 ILCS 5//4-4, 7-5. 
 
The following penalties may be considered by the Liquor Control Commission: 
 
 Penalties Stipulated in the Prior Admission: 
 

The Licensee has stipulated to the following penalties if it is found to have violated the six-month 
probationary period under the Prior Admission: 

• $2,500 fine 
• 7-day license suspension 
• In the case of multiple violations, further and additional penalties as provided by law. 

 
Chapter 110: Alcoholic Beverages, Video Gaming, and Electronic Sweepstakes Machines;  
Section 110.51 (“SUSPENSION OF LICENSE”): 

 
(A) The Liquor Control Commission of the Village may suspend up to 30 days or revoke 

any license issued by it, if it is determined that the licensee has violated any provision of this 
chapter, or for any violation of state law pertaining to the sale of alcoholic liquor. However, no 
such license shall be so suspended or revoked except after a public hearing by the Liquor Control 
Commission with a three day written notice to the licensee affording the licensee the opportunity 
to appear and defend. 

 
Chapter 110: Alcoholic Beverages, Video Gaming, and Electronic Sweepstakes Machines;  
Section 110.99 (“LIQUOR PENALTY”): 

 
(A) Any person, firm or corporation violating the provisions of this chapter shall be 

fined not less than $25 nor more than $5,000 for each offense.  A separate offense shall be 
deemed committed on each day during which a violation occurs or continues.  

(B) In addition to the foregoing penalty any person, firm, or corporation violating 
the provisions of this chapter may suffer the penalty of having his license suspended or revoked 
for any such violation. The suspension or revocation shall be signed by the Chairman of the 
Liquor Control Commission. 
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Legal Analysis 
Under the Illinois Liquor Control Act and the Village Code, the Liquor Control Commission is 
authorized to revoke, suspend for up to 30 days, or levy fines against a local retail liquor licensee for 
cause. Cause may include any violation of State or local liquor control statutes, ordinances, rules, or 
regulations, or any other violation of Village ordinances that relate to the regulation and control of liquor 
and liquor sales at the licensed premises. See 235 ILCS 5//4-4, 7-5. Before any such penalties are 
imposed, the licensee is entitled to notice and a hearing, consistent with basic due process rights. See id. 
 
The Licensee was served with timely notice of the alleged violations and the continued hearing, 
consistent with the requirements of the Illinois Liquor Control Act and Village Code. If the Licensee 
contests the alleged violations, then an evidentiary hearing will be conducted before the Liquor Control 
Commission. The hearing will be open to the public.  
 
Following the hearing, the Commission will be asked to consider the evidence presented and issue a 
written decision within five days after the hearing concludes. The written decision should set forth the 
Commission’s determination regarding the alleged violations, any penalty to be imposed, and the reasons 
for the penalty. 
 
 
Action Requested 
Action is requested of the Liquor Control Commission Regarding the July 2, 2021 Notice of Violations 
and Hearing for Tipsy’s Bar & Pizza, 10753 Dundee Road.  
 
Specifically, it is requested that the Liquor Control Commission conduct a hearing on the allegations set 
forth in the Notice of Violations and Hearing dated July 2, 2021 and then issue a written determination 
within five days after completing the hearing. If deemed necessary and appropriate, the Commission 
may continue the hearing to a future date for further evidentiary proceedings. 
 
 
Exhibits 

• Notice of Hearing and Violations dated July 2, 2021 
• Notice of Continued Hearing dated July 29, 2021 
• Pre-Hearing Letter from the Village Attorney to the Licensee dated July 30, 2021 
• Prior Admission 
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Tel  312.300.6554 

Fax 312.324.0668 

 

 

Filippini Law Firm, LLP 

990 Grove Street  

Suite 220 

Evanston, IL 60201 

www.filippinilawfirm.com 

  

 

Betsy L. Gates-Alford 

312.462.0809 

Betsy.Gates@filippinilawfirm.com 

July 30, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: 
 

 See Attached Service List 

 

Re: Village of Huntley Local Liquor Control Commission Hearing 

Dear Sirs: 

 I am the Village Attorney for the Village of Huntley, and I am writing to you on behalf of 

the Chairman of the Huntley Local Liquor Control Commission regarding matters relating to the 

Class “A” Village of Huntley liquor license (the “License”) that is currently held by Tipsy’s Bar and 

Pizza, LLC (“Tipsy’s”) for the premises located at 10753 Dundee Road in the Village of Huntley 

(the “Licensed Premises”). Tipsy’s was recently served with the following notices from the Village 

relating to the License, copies of which are enclosed for your reference: 

• A Notice of Violations and Hearing dated July 2, 2021, which set a date of July 8, 2021 for 

a hearing before the Village’s Local Liquor Control Commission regarding alleged 

violations of the Huntley Village Code (the “Village Code”) and the Illinois Liquor Control 

Act, 235 ILCS 5/1-1, et seq. (the “Act”) at the Licensed Premises. As you are aware, that 

hearing was convened on July 8, 2021 and thereafter continued at the request of Tipsy’s 

legal counsel.  

 

• A Notice of Continued Hearing dated July 29, 2021, which notified you that the July 8, 

2021 continued hearing will be reconvened on August 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. or soon 

thereafter. 

As set forth in the above-described notices, the continued hearing and evidentiary 

proceedings regarding Tipsy’s alleged violations will be heard before the Local Liquor Control 

Commission on August 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., or soon thereafter, in the Board Room of the Village 

of Huntley Municipal Complex, 10987 Main Street, Huntley, Illinois (the “Hearing”). 

Because Tipsy’s is a corporate entity, it will need to be represented at the Hearing by a 

licensed attorney in order to participate in the evidentiary proceedings. See Oak Grove Jubilee 

Center, Inc. v. City of Genoa, 347 Ill. App. 3d 973, 985-86 (2d Dist. 2004). Please be advised of 

the following pre-Hearing deadlines: 
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• Deadline to file appearances of legal counsel: Thursday, August 5, 2021 by 5:00 p.m. 

 

• Deadline to disclose Hearing witnesses: Monday, August 9, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

Appearances and witness disclosures should be filed with the Village Clerk in the following 

location and manner: 

In person or by mail to: Rita McMahon, Village Clerk, Village of Huntley Municipal 

Complex, 10987 Main Street, Huntley, Illinois 60142; or  

By email to: rmcmahon@huntley.il.us 

Appearances must include the full name, mailing address, telephone number, and email 

address of the appearing attorney. The Chairman will cause appearances, witness disclosures, 

and any other documents filed in relation to the Hearing to be distributed by email to all counsel 

of record in advance of the Hearing. 

Below is the contact information for the Village prosecutor appearing in this matter: 

J. Kevin Hanzel 
Cowlin Naughton & Curran 
20 Grant Street 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 
P: 815.459.5300 
F: 815.459.5305 
Email: khanzel@cllaw.com 
 
If Tipsy’s is interested in a resolution of the alleged violations described in the above-

referenced Notices without a further hearing and evidentiary proceedings, please contact Mr. 

Hanzel and inform me of any proposed resolution in writing. I will forward the proposed resolution 

to the Local Liquor Control Commission Chairman. Any resolution would require that Tipsy’s 

executes an “Admission of Violations and Waiver of Hearing,” which will be provided for your 

review following discussion of mutually-acceptable terms, and delivers the executed Admission 

to the Village by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, August 9, 2021. 

Please have your attorney contact me with any questions. 

      Sincerely, 

 

      Betsy Gates-Alford 

 

Cc: Mayor Timothy Hoeft 

 Rita McMahon, Village Clerk 

 David Johnson, Village Manager 

 Kevin Hanzel, Village prosecutor  

 

 

Enclosures  

mailto:khanzel@cllaw.com
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SERVICE LIST 

 

Tipsy’s Bar and Pizza, LLC 
Attn: Gino Defrancisco and Taras Lun 
10753 Dundee Road 
Huntley, IL 60142 
ginod2334@gmail.com 

Michael J. Fleck 
Law Office of Michael J. Fleck, P.C. 
11608 Dean Street - Suite 100 
Huntley, IL  60142 
mfleck@flecklawoffice.com 

Edward J. Donahue 
Donahue & Walsh, P.C. 
4310 Crystal Lake Road, Suite C-D 
McHenry, IL 60050 
e.donahue99@yahoo.com  
 

 

 

mailto:ginod2334@gmail.com
mailto:mfleck@flecklawoffice.com
mailto:e.donahue99@yahoo.com
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